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Coventry 


1 



forward to 


the year 




T HIS week the Coventry Express conducts .in experi- 
ment in time. We have interviewed officials, archi- 
tects and designers and other forward-looking people in 
the City in an effort to produce a picture of what 
Coventry will be tike in the year 2000 A.D, 

Can you imagine it? Can you close your eyes and 
pretend this is the year 2000? 

It isn't as hard as you may believe. After all. it is only 
35 years ahead. Like looking forward to the present day 

in 1930 * , ♦ and many of you probably did 
that 

The Coventry of the future as preiented 
to us by the people we have spoken to isn't 
really fantastic. 

It doesn’t look like something out of a 
science fiction story, 

Of course there will be changes. 

Buildings will be taller, because of lack 
of space. Cars will be smaller. 

There will be improvements in police 
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This is Coventry IGOti as visualised by Mr. Peter Searle who works In the planning department of the Cmin 
cil House* Note the monorail running through the traffic free area. 


methods and in the work of ihc fire brigade. 
Science will spread its influence wider. 

A i*d roads will be vastly improved* 

This wilt undoubtedly mean a revolution- 
ist ion of our transport systems, 
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Buses* -it Italic in the congested City will 
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big future as 
freight port 
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be OUT, And it if likely that the present 
transport system wili lx 1 irpki*«?d by a mono- 
rail* 

Already Covnioy City Council is con- 
sidering the possihilltirs of lucfr a system, 
and a few months ago th- C™ entry Express 
published an artist's impression of 1 mono- 
rail in the Free inn, bated on vKonrirr pftm 
prepared l">y Coventry build my mivryrir, 
Mi Reg Trotter 

Says Mr. Trotter* "The advent of ih*- 
monorail h Inevitable, Its use to«M mriR 
the nd Lift ion ol traffic congestion without 
costly road widening schemes." 

Leicester, according to Mr. Trotter, will 
have a monorail in three to five years. 

“The first few miles of monorail built in 
this country will do for monorails what the 
Stockton-Darlington line did for the 
conventional railway," He says. 


/COVENTRY AIRPORT could bfcomi 
one of the chief centres fo<- hau 1 1 ng 
fi, fight in i hr year 2,000 says th L ' ch-v< f 
man of the Airport Committee, Coun 
dlter William McKernao. 

"I believe that by (hen the idea of the 
monorail will have caught on and i i' 
think i h. 1 1 iH# fnduitrlal Midland* will 
need an airport to get ihe gootfr to itw 
Continent quJckly For hy 2,000 we should 
have X bigger expon nurkcr 


"The car industry in Coventry could 
make great me of the airport. &y 2,000 
planet wdl br carrying many goods pre- 
viously lined by lorries " 

" I r a 'Jiffir u I e to visualise what the air- 
port itself will look like but i should 
imagim* i F 1 1 ? r e would be a hotel there by 
then would nor Fmv« to get 

off j plane and go into the ity for a meal 
ind then return again io eitrh another 
plane." 
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go-ahead 


This is how a tar will look in the year 
2000 according to Kenilworth designer 
Kenneth Howes. "Drastic steps will 
have to be taken to solve the road 
vehicle problem as congestion grows,” 
he says M By the year 2000 the 
damaging effect on health by vehicle 


exhaust fumes will be fully apprecia- 
ted and legislation will prevent the 
use of petrol and diesel engine 
vehicles within town and cities* The 
cars used in cities will be compact rear 
engined vehicles, driven by fuel cells. 
Plastk body shells will not be un- 
common and wheels will be smaller.' 1 


Orv these four pages of *hiJ paper, 
dated July 30, 19AS, wt- have tried to 
follow logically the trends of pro- 
grew set by Coventry since the war. 

We are a go-ahead City, leading 
Britain In town planning and in many 
field* of architecture. 

Here we give you a peep into the 
future as we and the planners of thii 
City sec it. 

Pul! out these pages and keep them. 

In 35 years' time h may well be 
interesting to look back on these 
pagei and compare . . just to Wf How 
near the mark we were. 
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Mr Searle’s view of the new circular council chamber and the Unthester College tower block looking from 
the London Road end of Little Park Street. By 2000* He believes* much more of the City centre will be free 

of traffic. 

t 1 


Looking over the southern stretch of the ring road + which will be completed by 
2000, we ice □ general view of the city. The Smithford Way office block can be seen 

in the background 
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shops will be built into 
flat blocks 
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people will be living 
twenty storeys up 

DEOPLE will be living in blocks of flats up to 30 storeys high in Coventry 
in the year 2000 says the man who designed Kenilworth Court, the 11- 
storey private Coventry block opposite the Memorial Park* 

But they will be blocks with a difference. 

Architect Mr. G. R, Stone says the outer walls wilt be mainly factory built, 
the use of glass will come to the fore because standards of dayltghtmg will 
be much higher* and the flats will be air conditioned. 

Most large point blocks will hive builMti amenities such as the enure tenth Floor iron 
listing el sma.Fl shops, a restaurant, social club, play area, gardens and sitting out .irei 
Eighty to a hundred families can be very cut off from each other unless there is this oppor 
umicy fur social life." tays Mr. Stone. 

Most blocks flats will have rooftop land mg areas for helicopters, or disembarkation 
stations for the monorail 

Mr. Stone says Coventry Council's policy of building higher gives archite- ts great cn 
courage mem. "h is ridiculous that we are prevented from building high because the fire 
brigade's longest ladder is I TO ft." 

The problem will be overcome by new fire fighting techniques and built in safely duvir.et 
in flats as welt as Firu resistant Flooring. 

R i nldinc with r hr n id of fa r t ory. m*d e n y \ s w . \ I p or. mfi a n a AwfOMWfo . M. / <e;, i m , vsV v 

Hi Stone Tl r only way «+• can build higher it lr> huilij inqre (imply 1 
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Slab maiftmeiies with 
garages umlcrmat'l and 
a point block of flats 
— how G. R. Storii sees 
the houses of the 
future. 

A design by C. R, 
Stone of ,i typical block 
of flats, using Lutory 
built components m 
the construction. 


left 


A proposed develop- 
ment at Union Street, 
Coventry, designed by 
G. R. Stone. 
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clubs 


COVENTRY working man's clubs will be- 
come huge "luxury community centres," 
with concert hi k sports arenas, cinemas, 
and first clan restaurants ifi the year 2.000. 

This is the prediction of the Secretary of 
Writenhall Social Club, Mr fack Cham bets 
And It should know, for the dub has just 
put plans before the Council for a new 
£100,000 building to be finished withm the 
next two years. 

Club-. wr| I he open all day and they will 
be centres for the whole family, because at 
than time people will be working charter 
hours inc| have more leisure time.’' he said 

Clubs will run every kmd of social activity 
now run by community centre?;, but or, a 
much larger scale. 

"We will have huge playrooms with 
trame-d nurses for our members' children, 
li well as swimming pooh and sports- 
grounds," he added 

Mr, Chambers predicted that a working 
run's -i-ib would become iFio local point 
of the community in the year 2,000 

We will even liavt our own multi-storey 
car parks for members' ciri," he added 


fight fire 

£ OVEN TRY HRE BRIGADE may be 

Using hrlirn pten to get men and equip, 
ment to the scene of an outbreak quick Fy 
in rhn year 2,000. And they will probably 
be using gases instead of water to extinguish 
fires. 


Th is is the prediction of Mr. D. G. Varn- 
fpeld, Coventry** deputy chief fire officer, 

"Bui Fifing! may be flooded with gases 
which reduce the supply of oxygen. Fire- 
men would obviously have to wear hreatk 
jng apparatus but they wiil be able to work 
in these conditions without too much dif- 
comfort/’ he said. 

The turntable ladder, for so long the 
traditional feature at the scon* of fires, will 
disappear. “Ft is less useful now than it was 
years ago.’ 1 said Mr. Varnfield, 

" Hydraulic platforms are bound to come 
into use for they may well become more 
flexible than the turntable ladder.” 

He says that firemen will have to be more 
skilled than they art today— "they will have 
to be technicians.” 

''Because of this we must attract people 
such as university grad nates and it means 
that working conditions must be at least 
as good as they are in industry", 

He said that much of the activity of the 
fireman would be spent away from the 
station advising on fire prevention, 

"We hope that the buildings of the 
future will have built in safety devices and 
that they will be fire resistant to a high 
degree. We also hope that fire fighting 
equipment will be built into premise! and 
this will u*re time and rffort,” 
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^OMPLJTOR-GUIDEfJ rrjffie systems. 

hidden television cameras, helicopters 
and high frequency pocket radios — all the!* 
will become pm i of the policeman's normal 
every-day life in Coventry -i« the year 2,000 
These are the predictions of Coventry's 
Chief Constable, Mr, E, W C Pendleton 
"It will fee a very exciting time, 1 ' he fore- 
casts. "There will be vam strides made in 
police work and police attitudes.’ 1 ' 

Mr. Pendleton predicts that all traffic will 
be guided by computers from a central in- 
formation room,. 

Op era tors *ilJ be able to see the move- 
menr of traffic, and control it At that time 
the centre of the City will bo a traffic free 
ione — as far as can are concerned. Motorists 
will leave their cars outside the Ring Road 


and w i 1 1 'LOtn-p into the City by means off 
monorails rr moving pavements. 1 ' 

There wifi he a much greater use of tele- 
vision ip crime prevention, 

"Cameras will be focussed on all vufner. 
able parts of rhe City — and these will be 
changed frequently All stores will have 
hidden earner . n to record the actions of 
persons attempting crimes. And the pictures 
will be flashed back to a police information 
room." 

He said all police foot patrols would carry 
multi, VHP channel radios which could be 
used over very wide areas instead of the 
present fixed limit, 

There will be far greater mobility by the 
police We will have our own he Fi port and 
Helicopters will be used for crime prevention 
and Traffic control,” he added. 
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ill 5.000 
a year 
soeeer 
stars* 

says 


jlMMY HILL, Coventry City Manager, 
** former Fulham inside forward, and the 
man who led the P.F.A. in their fight Tor 
freedom, kn some strong ideas of what foot- 
b.iFl will be like in the year 2,000. 

"We have got to catch up with countries 
itich as Braill and Spain and develop on the 
lines of the Real Madrid clubs." he tayi. 

And he forecasts that some footballers — 
"the really gre.it stars” — will be paid be- 
l ween £1 0,000 and £15,000 a year. 

"The dubs will want people to put money 
irUu the game and professional Hubs wifi be- 
come hig business. There wiJI have to k 
change i in the rules. 1 ' 

M' added: ' TIn- tuwfirri of the y.inw will 
improve arid young players will be (jiv*n 
more chances than they were, iay, in my 
day. 

+ ‘Thcir weak spots will be noted earlier 
in i heir careers and smoothed out. More 
intelligence will he applied to the game." 

And covered grounds? Mr. HiFI thinks 
not, "They are a problem, fqr the ground 
fis liable to get boggy and wet and t can t 
sec football being played indoors, But the 
spectators will be kept dry and there will 
obviously be heated stands.” 

The idea of closed circuit television for 
away matches should become a reality by 
2,000. There will be new dressing rooms at 
HighField Road and the old stand will have 
disappeared and been replaced by a modern 
h fated structure. 

Mr, Hill thinks that by then the Football 
League divisions will consist of about Tfl 
teams each. And Coventry City will be in (he 
top division. 


teacher 


''|T WOULD not surprise me rf khere 
wns a Focal television service and head 
teachers at schools would be able to ring 
up and ask for a certain programme to be 
shown at a certain time," say-, Mr W. L 
Chinn. Coventry Director of Education 
This would mean thai there would be 
a library of tapes of Various subjects tint 
could be screened whenever a teacher 
senr in a request. 

” Scientists sFiould be able to provide 
teachers with the aids they find so help- 
ful." said Mr. Chinn. * . 







